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1. [3 The amendment filed on 06 October 2006 under 37 CFR 1.312 has been considered, and has been; 

a) □ entered. 

b) □ entered as directed to matters of form not affecting the scope of the invention. 

c) □ disapproved because the amendment was filed after the payment of the issue fee. 

Any amendment filed after the date the issue fee is paid must be accompanied by a petition under 37 CFR 1 .31 3(c)(1 ) 
and the required fee to withdraw the application from issue. 

d) □ disapproved. See explanation below. 

e) £3 entered in part. See explanation below. 

NOTE: Modifications to Examiner's amendment dated 8/8/06 are minor and are directed to mainly to format and do not 
affect the scope of the claims. Claims 32-35, 38-41, 43-46, 48-51, 56-59, 61, 63-68 are not entered. These claims have 
been previously presented via Examiner's amendment dated 8/8/06. Claim 55, line 16 and claim 62, line 16 are amended to 
begin "a second identification code" with a new paragraph is herein entered. Claim 60 is amended to include a "period" at 
the end of claim is herein entered. Applicant's amendment contain no new matter or change the scope of the invention. 
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Amendments to the Claims 
Amend Claims 32 -35, 38-41, 43-46, 48-51, 55-68 as follows: 



1-31 (Canceled) 

32. (Currently Amended) A printing system for determining whether a particular 
printer error status requires the display of corresponding countermeasure information stored in 
said system permitting the operator of said system alone to solve a printing problem associated 
with the particular printer error status or whether the printing problem requires the intervention 
of service personnel or corresponding countermeasure information not stored in said system in 
response to receipt of notice of the particular printer error status, said system comprising: 

a printer apparatus including output means for performing a printing operation based on 
printing data transmitted via a communication line and notice means for sending to an 
information processing apparatus a notice showing a status of said printer apparatus; and 

an information processing apparatus including a display unit, a memory, identification 
means for identifying the notice sent by said notice means, and control means for comprising at 
least one of the following means: 

A) first means for controlling, when the notice is identified as a first type of notice, 
controlling the display unit to display corresponding countermeasure information to perform a 
display based on informa t ion corresponding to the first t y p e of no t ice , which is stored in said 
memory in advance, in accordance with the first type of notice, wherein the display is not a 
forwarding URL but corresponding countermeasure information permitting the operator alone to 
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solve the printing problem associated with the first type of notice , and 2) for controlling, when 
the notice is identified as a second type of notice for which corresponding countermeasure 
information is not stored in said memory in advance locally , c o ntrolling the display unit to 
display a forwarding first URL identifying a web address at which the service-personnel can be 
contacted for service-personnel intervention and to perform a request display for prompting art 
the operator to instruct whether or not to connect to the first URL to obtain information relating 
to the contacting of service-personnel for service-personnel intervention to solve the printing 
problem associated with the second type of notice; obtain the countermeasure information 
corresponding t o t he second type of no t ice , 
and 

B) second means for controlling, when the notice is identified as a first type of notice, the 
display unit to display corresponding countermeasure information, which is stored in said 
memory in advance, in accordance with the first type of notice, wherein the display is not a 
forwarding URL but corresponding countermeasure information permitting the operator alone to 
solve the printing problem associated with the first type of notice, and for controlling, when the 
notice is identified as a third type of notice for which corresponding countermeasure information 
is not stored in said memory in advance, the display unit to display a forwarding second URL 
identifying a web address from which corresponding countermeasure information for solving the 
printing problem associated with the third type of notice can be retrieved and to perform a 
request display for prompting the operator to instruct whether or not to connect to the second 
URL to obtain the corresponding countermeasure information in accordance to the third type of 
notice, 
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wherein said information processing apparatus is connected to the Internet when the 
connection to the first URL or the second URL is instructed, and wherein a display based on the 
corresponding countermeasure information to or information relating to service-personnel 
intervention for the particular printing status problem which is obtained via the Internet based on 
the first or second URL and is displayed on the display unit of said information processing 
apparatus. 

33. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 32, wherein said control means 
comprises said first means wherein, when the no t ice is identified as a t hird ty p e of notice for 
which corresponding countermeasure information is no t stored locally, the con t rol means 
con t rols the display unit to display a forwarding second URL and to display a request display for 
pr o mpting th e operator to instruc t whether or no t to connect to the second URL via the internet 
that is different from the first URL and is to obtain countermeasure informa t ion corresponding t o 
t he t hird type of no t ice . 

34. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 32, wherein said control means 
comprises said second means the firs t ty p e of notice cor r es p onds t o a p roblem tha t can be 
elimina t ed by a simple opera t ion performed by an operator . 

35. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 32, wherein said control nteans 
comprises said first means and said second means the sec o nd type o f notice corresponds t o a 
problem tha t necessita t es maintenance by a se r viceman . 
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36. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 33, wherein the third type of 
notice corresponds to a problem that can be eliminated by an operator's endeavor without 
requiring assistance of a serviceman. 

37. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 32, wherein said printer 
apparatus comprises an inkjet printer. 

38. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus communicating with a 
printer apparatus for determining whether a particular printer error status requires the display of 
corresponding countermeasure information stored in said information processing apparatus 
permitting the operator of said information processing apparatus alone to solve a printing 
problem associated with the particular printer error status or whether the printing problem 
requires the intervention of service personnel or corresponding countermeasure information not 
stored in said information processing apparatus in response to receipt of notice of the particular 
printer error status from the printer apparatus , said information processing apparatus comprising: 

a display unit; 
a memory; 

receiving means for receiving a notice showing a status of the printer apparatus; 

identification means for identifying the notice; and 

control means for comprising at least one of the following means: 

A) -t) first means for controlling, when the notice is identified as a first type of 
notice, controlling said display unit to display corresponding countermeasure information 
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perform a display based on informa t ion cor r esponding to the firs t type of notice , which is stored 
in said memory in advance in accordance with the first type of notice , wherein the display is not a 
forwarding URL but corresponding countermeasure information permitting the operator alone to 
solve the printing problem associated with the first type of notice , and 2) for controlling, when 
the notice is identified as a second type of notice for which corresponding countermeasure 
information is not stored locally in said memory in advance , con t rolling said display unit to 
display a forwarding first URL identifying a web address at which the service-personnel can be 
contacted for service-personnel intervention and to perform a request display for prompting an 
the operator to instruct whether or not to connect to the first URL obtain information relating to 
the contacting of service-personnel for service-personnel intervention to solve the printing 
problem associated with the second type of notice; to obtain the countermeasure informa t ion 
corresp o nding t o the sec o nd type of n o tice , 
and 

B) second means for controlling, when the notice is identified as a first type of notice, the 
display unit to display corresponding countermeasure information, which is stored in said 
memory in advance, in accordance with the first type of notice, wherein the display is not a 
forwarding URL but corresponding countermeasure information permitting the operator alone to 
solve the printing problem associated with the first type of notice, and for controlling, when the 
notice is identified as a third type of notice for which corresponding countermeasure information 
is not stored in said memory in advance, the display unit to display a forwarding second URL 
identifying a web address from which corresponding countermeasure information for solving the 
printing problem associated with the third type of notice can be retrieved and to perform a 
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request display for prompting the operator to instruct whether or not to connect to the second 
URL to obtain the corresponding countermeasure information in accordance to the third type of 
notice, 

wherein said information processing apparatus is connected to the internet when the 
connection to the first URL or the second URL is instructed, and wherein a display based on the 
corresponding countermeasure information or information relating to service-personnel 
intervention for the particular printing problem which is obtained via the in t erne t Internet based 
on the first or second URL and is displayed on said display unit of said information processing 
apparatus. 

39. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 38, wherein said control 
comprises said first means wherein, when t he n o tice is identified as a third type of notice for 
which cor r esponding countermeasure information is no t s t ored locally, said control means 
controls said display uni t t o display a forwarding second URL and t o display a request display for 
promp t ing t he operator to ins t inc t whe t her or no t t o connec t t o t he second URL via t he in t erne t , 
which is different from the first URL, and is to obtain the countermeasure informa t ion 
cor r esponding t o the third t ype of no t ice . 

40. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 38, wherein said control 
means comprises said second means t he firs t ty p e of no t ice corres p onds t o a p roblem tha t can be 
elimina t ed by a simple o perati o n performed by an o pera to r . 
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41. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 38, wherein said control 
means comprises said first means and said second means t he second t ype of no t ice cor r es p onds 
t o a pr o blem t hat necessita t es maintenance by a serviceman . 

42. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 39, wherein the third type of 
notice corresponds to a problem that can be eliminated by an operator's endeavor without 
requiring assistance of a serviceman. 

43. (Currently Amended) An information processing method in an information 
processing apparatus having a display unit and a memory and communicating with a printer 
apparatus, said method for determining whether a particular printer error status requires the 
display of corresponding countermeasure information stored in the information processing 
apparatus permitting the operator of the apparatus alone to solve a printing problem associated 
with the particular printer error status or whether the printing problem requires the intervention 
of service personnel or corresponding countermeasure information not stored in the information 
processing apparatus in response to receipt of notice of the particular printer error status, said 
method comprising the s t eps of : 

a receiving step of receiving a notice showing a status of the printer apparatus; 

an identifying step of identifying the notice; and 

a controlling step comprising at least one of the following steps: 

A) a first step of controlling i ij when the notice is identified as a first type of 
notice, the display unit to display corresponding countermeasure information perform a display 
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based on informa t ion corresponding to the firs t type of notice which is stored in said memory in 
advance in accordance with the first type of notice , wherein the display is not a forwarding URL 
but corresponding countermeasure information permitting the operator alone to solve the printing 
problem associated with the first type of notice , and 2) controlling, when the notice is identified 
as a second type of notice for which corresponding countermeasure information is not stored 
locally in said memory in advance , the display unit to display a forwarding first URL identifying 
a web address at which the service-personnel can be contacted for service-personnel intervention 
and to perform a request display for prompting an the operator to instruct whether or not to 
connect to the first URL to obtain information relating to the contacting of service-personnel for 
service-personnel intervention to solve the printing problem associated with the second type of 
notice: obtain the coun t ermeasure information corresponding t o the second t ype of no t ice , and 

B) a second step of controlling, when the notice is identified as a first type of 
notice, the display unit to display corresponding countermeasure information, which is stored in 
said memory in advance, in accordance with the first type of notice, wherein the display is not a 
forwarding URL but corresponding countermeasure information permitting the operator alone to 
solve the printing problem associated with the first type of notice, and controlling, when the 
notice is identified as a third type of notice for which corresponding countermeasure information 
is not stored in said memory in advance, the display unit to display a forwarding second URL 
identifying a web address from which corresponding countermeasure information for solving the 
printing problem associated with the third type of notice can be retrieved and to perform a 
request display for prompting the operator to instruct whether or not to connect to the second 



10 



URL to obtain the corresponding countermeasure information in accordance to the third type of 
notice, 

wherein the information processing apparatus is connected to the internet when the 
connection to the first or the second URL is instructed, and wherein a display based on the 
corresponding countermeasure information or information relating to service-personnel 
intervention for the particular printing problem which is obtained via the internet based on the 
first or second URL and is displayed on the display unit of the information processing apparatus. 

44. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 43, wherein said controlling 
step comprises said first step wherein, when the notice is identified as a third ty p e of no t ice for 
which corresponding countermeasure information is no t s t ored locally, in t he con t rolling s t e p , the 
display unit is c o n t r o lled to display a f o rwarding second URL and to display a request display for 
prompting t he opera t o r t o instruct whether or no t to connect t o t he second URL via t he in t erne t 
which is differen t from t he firs t URL and is t o obtain countermeasure information corresponding 
t o t he t hird t y p e of no t ice . 

45. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 43, wherein said controlling 
step comprises said second step the firs t t ype of no t ice corresponds t o a p roblem t ha t can be 
elimina t ed by a simple opera t ion performed by an operator . 
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46. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 43, wherein said controlling 
step comprises said first step and said second step t he second t y p e of no t ice corresponds to a 
pr o blem tha t necessita t es main t enance by a serviceman . 

47. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 44, wherein the third type of 
notice corresponds to a problem that can be eliminated by an operator's endeavor without 
requiring assistance of a serviceman. 

48. (Currently Amended) A computer readable storage medium storing a computer 
program for an information processing apparatus having a display unit and a memory and 
communicating with a printer apparatus, said computer program for determining whether a 
particular printer error status requires the display of corresponding countermeasure information 
stored in the apparatus permitting the operator of the apparatus alone to solve a printing problem 
associated with the particular printer error status or whether the printing problem requires the 
intervention of service personnel or corresponding countermeasure information not stored in the 
apparatus in response to receipt of notice of the particular printer error status, said computer 
program comprising: 

code to receive a notice showing a status of the printer apparatus; 
code to identify the notice; and 

control code comprising at least one of the following codes: 
A) first code 
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to control^ 1) when the notice is identified as a first type of notice, the 
display unit to display corresponding countermeasure information perform a display based on 
information c o rresp o nding to the first type o f n o tice which is stored in the memory in advance, in 
accordance with the first type of notice , wherein the display is not a forwarding URL but 
corresponding countermeasure information permitting the operator alone to solve the printing 
problem associated with the first type of notice , and 2) 

to control when the notice is identified as a second type of notice for 
which corresponding countermeasure information is not stored in said memory in advance 
locally , the display unit to display a forwarding first URL identifying a web address at which the 
service-personnel can be contacted for service-personnel intervention and to perform a request 
display for prompting an operator to instruct whether or not to connect to the first URL to obtain 
information relating to the contacting of service-personnel for service- personnel intervention to 
solve the printing problem associated with the second type of notice: t o obtain t he 
countermeasure information corresponding to the second ty p e of notice , and 
B) second code 

to control, when the notice is identified as a first type of notice, the display 
unit to display corresponding countermeasure information, which is stored in said memory in 
advance, in accordance with the first type of notice, wherein the display is not a forwarding URL 
but corresponding countermeasure information permitting the operator alone to solve the printing 
problem associated with the first type of notice, and 

to control, when the notice is identified as a third type of notice for which 
corresponding countermeasure information is not stored in said memory in advance, the display 
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unit to display a forwarding second URL identifying a web address from which corresponding 
countermeasure information for solving the printing problem associated with the third type of 
notice can be retrieved and to perform a request display for prompting the operator to instruct 
whether or not to connect to the second URL to obtain the corresponding countermeasure 
information in accordance to the third type of notice. 

wherein the information processing apparatus is connected to the internet when the 
connection to the first or the second URL is instructed and wherein a display based on the 
corresponding countermeasure information or information relating to service-personnel 
intervention for the particular printing problem which is obtained via the internet based on the 
first or second URL and is displayed on the display unit of the information processing apparatus. 

49. (Currently Amended) The computer readable storage medium according to claim 48, 
wherein the control code comprises said first code wherein, when t he no t ice is identified as a 
third ty p e of notice for which corresponding countermeasure information is not sto r ed locally, t he 
display uni t is controlled t o display a forwarding second URL and t o display a reques t display for 
pr o mpting the o pera to r to ins t inc t whether or n ot to connect to the sec o nd URL via the interne t 
which is differen t from the firs t URL and is t o obtain the countermeasure information 
corresponding t o the third t ype of no t ice , 

50. (Currently Amended) The computer readable storage medium according to claim 48, 
wherein the control code comprises said second code firs t t ype of n o tice c o rresp o nds t o a 
problem tha t can be eliminated by a simple operation performed by an operator . 
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51. (Currently Amended) The computer readable storage medium according to claim 48, 
wherein the control code comprises said first code and said second code second t y p e of no t ice 
c o rresp o nds to a pr o blem that necessitates main t enance by a serviceman . 

52. (Previously Presented) The computer readable storage medium according to claim 
49, wherein the third type of notice shows a case where a problem can be eliminated by an 
operator's endeavor without requiring assistance of a serviceman. 

53. (Previously Presented) The printing system according to claim 32, wherein said 
identification means includes a classification table showing whether the notice is the first type or 
other types. 

54. (Previously Presented) The printing system according to claim 32, wherein the 
display in said information processing apparatus and the instruction by the operator is processed 
by a printer driver installed in said information processing apparatus. 

55. (Currently Amended) A printing apparatus that rec e ives having an abnormal diagnosis 
function for various portions of said apparatus and for receiving printing data from a host 
computer and pr in t s, and tha t has an abnormal diagnosis f unction for various p or t ions of the 
apparatus, said printing apparatus comprising: 

memory means that stores information designating problem contents which are 
identification codes allocated depending on problem types in advance and forwarding address 
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information designating a forwarding address which is a communication address of an other 
computer connected to a network to which the host computer is connectable a 

wherein said memory means comprises at least one of the following means: 
first means for storing: 

a first identification code representing a first printing problem, which, in 
response to receipt of which, the host computer displays corresponding countermeasure 
information which is stored therein in advance, wherein the displayed countermeasure 
information is not a forwarding URL but corresponding countermeasure information permitting 
the operator alone to solve the first printing problem associated with the first identification code: 

a second identification code representing a second printing problem for 
which corresponding countermeasure information is not stored in the host computer in advance: 
and 

a first URL associated with the second identification code so that when 
said second identification code is sent to the host computer, the first URL is also sent to the host 
computer, the first URL identifying a web address at which the service-personnel can be 
contacted for service-personnel intervention, wherein in response to receipt of the second 
identification code and the first URL from said printing apparatus, the host computer displays a 
prompt for prompting the operator to instruct whether or not to connect to the first URL to obtain 
information relating to the contacting of service-personnel for service-personnel intervention to 
solve the second printing problem associated with the second identification code : and 
second means for storing: 
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the first identification code representing a first printing problem, which, in 
response to receipt of which, the host computer displays corresponding countermeasure 
information which is stored therein in advance, wherein the displayed countermeasure 
information is not a forwarding URL but corresponding countermeasure information permitting 
the operator alone to solve the first printing problem associated with the first identification code; 

a third identification code representing a third printing problem for which 
corresponding countermeasure information is not stored in the host computer in advance; and 

a second URL associated with the third identification code so that when 
said third identification code is sent to the host computer, the second URL is also sent to the host 
computer, the second URL identifying a web address from which corresponding countermeasure 
information for solving the third printing problem can be retrieved, wherein in response to receipt 
of the third identification code and the second URL from said printing apparatus, the host 
computer displays a prompt for prompting the operator to instruct whether or not to connect to 
the second URL to obtain the corresponding countermeasure information to solve the third 
printing problem; and 

communication means that sends the information designating problem contents 
corresponding to a result of the abnormal diagnosis function and the forwarding address 
information^ 

wherein said communication means comprises at least one of: 

first transmitting means for transmitting the first identification code to the 
host computer when said printing apparatus performs its abnormal diagnosis function and 
determines that the first printing problem exists and for transmitting the second identification 
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code and the first URL to the host computer when said printing apparatus performs its abnormal 
diagnosis function and determines that the second printing problem exists: and 

second transmitting means for transmitting the first identification code to 
the host computer when said printing apparatus performs its abnormal diagnosis function and 
determines that the first printing problem exists and for transmitting the third identification code 
and the second URL to the host computer when said printing apparatus performs its abnormal 
diagnosis function and determines that the third printing problem exists. 

wherein said communication means comprises said first transmitting means when 
said memory means comprises said first means, and wherein said communication means 
comprises said second transmitting means when said memory means comprises said second 
means . 

56. (Currently Amended) The printing apparatus according to claim 55, wherein said 
memory means comprises only one of said first means and said second means, and said 
communication means comprises only one of said first transmitting means and said second 
transmitting means 

t he information designating t he problem conten t s includes information not having 
the forwarding address information, and 

the host compu t e r sends t he informa t ion designa t ing the problem con t ents t o the 
other compu t er connected to t he ne t work and designa t ed by the forwarding address information 
o nly when receiving the forwarding address informati o n . 
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57. (Currently Amended) The printing apparatus according to claim 55, wherein said 
memory means comprises both said first means and said second means, and said communication 
means comprises both said first transmitting means and said second transmitting means 

plural se t s of the forwarding address informa t ion cor r esponding to types of the information 
designa t ing t he problem contents are provided in the memory means , 

58. (Currently Amended) A host computer performing printing by connec t ing connected 
to a printing apparatus , wherein the printing apparatus has having an abnormal diagnosis function 
for various portions of the apparatus^ and by wherein said host computer supplies su p plying 
printing data to the printing apparatus, and reports reporting problem content to an operator ; 
when information designating problem content is received from the printing apparatus, wherein 
the printing apparatus comprises storage means that stores information designating problem 
content and forwarding address information designating a forwarding address, and 
communication means that sends the information designating problem content corresponding to a 
result of the abnormal diagnosis function and the forwarding address information, the host 
computer comprising: 

receiving means that receives the information designating the problem content and the 
forwarding address information from the printing apparatus; and 

sending means that sends the received information designating the problem content to the 
forwarding address designated by the received forwarding address information, 

wherein the information designating the problem content is an identification code 
allocated depending on problem types in advance, and 
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wherein the forwarding address information is a communication address of the 
other computer connected to a network to which the host computer is connectable; and 
control means comprising at least one of the following means: 

A) first means for controlling, when the received identification code represents a 
first type of printing problem, said host computer to instruct the displaying of corresponding 
countermeasure information permitting the operator alone to solve the first type of printing 
problem, the displayed countermeasure information not being a forwarding URL and being 
stored in said host computer in advance, and controlling, when the received identification code 
represents a second type of printing problem for which corresponding countermeasure 
information is not stored in said host computer in advance, said host computer to instruct the 
displaying of a forwarding first URL identifying a web address at which the service-personnel 
can be contacted for service-personnel intervention and to instruct the displaying of a request 
display for prompting the operator to instruct whether or not to connect to the first URL to obtain 
information relating to the contacting of service-personnel for service-personnel intervention to 
solve the second type of printing problem: and 

B) second means for controlling, when the received identification code represents 
a first type of printing problem, said host computer to instruct the displaying of corresponding 
countermeasure information permitting the operator alone to solve the first type of printing 
problem, the displayed countermeasure information not being a forwarding URL and being 
stored in said host computer in advance, and controlling, when the received identification code 
represents a third type of printing problem for which corresponding countermeasure information 
is not stored in said memory in advance, controlling said host computer to instruct the displaying 
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of a forwarding second URL identifying a web address from which corresponding 
countermeasure information for solving the third type of printing problem can be retrieved and to 
instruct the displaying of a request display for prompting the operator to instruct whether or not 
to connect to the second URL to obtain the corresponding countermeasure information to solve 
the third type of printing problem, 

wherein said host computer is connected to the Internet when the connection to the first 
URL or the second URL is instructed, wherein the corresponding countermeasure information or 
information relating to service-personnel intervention for the particular printing problem is 
obtained via the Internet based on the first or second URL and is instructed to be displayed by the 
host computer . 

59. (Currently Amended) The host computer according to claim 58, wherein said control 
means comprises said first means 

the information designating t he problem content includes informa t ion no t having 
t he forwarding address informa t ion, and 

the h o s t computer fur t her comprises c o mmunicati o n means t o send the 
information designating the problem con t en t to t he o t her computer connected t o the ne t work and 
designated by the forwarding address informa t ion only when receiving the forwarding add r ess 
informa t ion . 



60. (Currently Amended) The host computer according to claim 58, wherein said control 
means comprises said second means 
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the other computer sends to the host computer an answer cor r esponding t o the 
information designa t ing t he problem con t en t transferred via the communica t ion means, and 

the host c o mputer fur t her c o mprises display means to display the answer sent via 
t he communica t ion means . 

61. (Currently Amended) The host computer according to claim 60, wherein said control 
means comprises said first means and said second means plural se t s of t he forwarding address 
informa t ion corresponding to types of t he information designating the problem con t ents are 
provided in t he memory means of the prin t ing appara t us . 

62. (Currently Amended) A control method for a printing apparatus having an abnormal 
diagnosis function for various portions of said apparatus and for receiving t hat receives printing 
data from a host computer and prints, and tha t has an abnormal diagnosis func t ion for various 
po rt ions of the appara t us, said method comprising the steps of: 

storing information designating problem contents which are identification codes allocated 
depending on problem types in advance and forwarding address information designating a 
forwarding address which is a communication address of an other computer connected to a 
network to which the host computer is connectable. connectable; 

wherein said storing step comprises at least one of the following steps: 
a first step for storing: 

a first identification code representing a first printing problem, which, in 
response to receipt of which, the host computer displays corresponding countermeasure 
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information which is stored therein in advance, wherein the displayed countermeasure 
information is not a forwarding URL but corresponding countermeasure information permitting 
the operator alone to solve the first printing problem associated with the first identification code: 

a second identification code representing a second printing problem for 
which corresponding countermeasure information is not stored in the host computer in advance: 
and 

a first URL associated with the second identification code so that when 
said second identification code is sent to the host computer, the first URL is also sent to the host 
computer, the first URL identifying a web address at which the service-personnel can be 
contacted for service-personnel intervention, wherein in response to receipt of the second 
identification code and the first URL from said printing apparatus, the host computer displays a 
prompt for prompting the operator to instruct whether or not to connect to the first URL to obtain 
information relating to the contacting of service-personnel for service-personnel intervention to 
solve the second printing problem associated with the second identification code : and 
a second step for storing: 

the first identification code representing a first printing problem, which, in 
response to receipt of which, the host computer displays corresponding countermeasure 
information which is stored therein in advance, wherein the displayed countermeasure 
information is not a forwarding URL but corresponding countermeasure information permitting 
the operator alone to solve the first printing problem associated with the first identification code: 

a third identification code representing a third printing problem for which 
corresponding countermeasure information is not stored in the host computer in advance: and 
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a second URL associated with the third identification code so that when 
said third identification code is sent to the host computer, the second URL is also sent to the host 
computer, the second URL identifying a web address from which corresponding countermeasure 
information for solving the third printing problem can be retrieved, wherein in response to receipt 
of the third identification code and the second URL from said printing apparatus, the host 
computer displays a prompt for prompting the operator to instruct whether or not to connect to 
the second URL to obtain the corresponding countermeasure information to solve the third 
printing problem: and 

sending the information designating a problem content corresponding to a result of the 
abnormal diagnosis function and the forwarding address information^ 
wherein said sending step comprises at least one of: 

a first transmitting step for transmitting the first identification code to the 
host computer when said printing apparatus performs its abnormal diagnosis function and 
determines that the first printing problem exists and for transmitting the second identification 
code and the first URL to the host computer when said printing apparatus performs its abnormal 
diagnosis function and determines that the second printing problem exists: and 

a second transmitting step for transmitting the first identification code to 
the host computer when said printing apparatus performs its abnormal diagnosis function and 
determines that the first printing problem exists and for transmitting the third identification code 
and the second URL to the host computer when said printing apparatus performs its abnormal 
diagnosis function and determines that the third printing problem exists. 
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wherein said sending step comprises said first transmitting step when said storing 
step comprises said first step, and wherein said sending step comprises said second transmitting 
step when said storing step comprises said second step . 

63. (Currently Amended) The control method according to claim 62, wherein said storing 
step comprises only one of said first step and said second step, and said sending step comprises 
only one of said first transmitting step and said second transmitting step wherein the inf o rmati o n 
designating the problem contents includes informa t ion not having the forwarding address 
information, and wherein the host computer sends the information designating t he problem 
con t en t s to the other compu t er connected to t he ne t work and designa t ed by the forwarding 
address informa t ion only when receiving t he forwarding address information . 

64. (Currently Amended) The control method according to claim 62, wherein said storing 
step comprises both said first step and said second step, and said sending step comprises both 
said first transmitting step and said second transmitting step p lural se t s of t he forwarding address 
informati o n c o rresp o nding to types of the informati o n designa t ing t he problem con t ents arc 
stored. 

65. (Currently Amended) A control method for a host computer connected tha t p rints by 
connec t ing to a printing apparatus , the printing apparatus having an abnormal diagnosis function 
for various portions of the apparatus , the host computer and by supplying printing data to the 
printing apparatus, and that reporting reports problem content to an operator ; when information 
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designating problem content is received from the printing apparatus, wherein the printing 
apparatus comprises storage means to store information designating problem content and 
forwarding address information designating forwarding address, and communication means to 
send the information designating a problem content corresponding to the result of the abnormal 
diagnosis function and the forwarding address information, said control method for the host 
computer comprising the steps of: 

receiving the information designating the problem content and the forwarding address 
information from the printing apparatus; and 

sending the received information designating the problem contents to the forwarding 
address designated by the received forwarding address information, 

wherein the information designating the problem content is identification code 
allocated depending on problem types in advance, and wherein the forwarding address 
information designating forwarding address which is a communication address of the other 
computer connected to a network to which the host computer is connectable , and 

controlling the display of information comprising at least one of the following steps: 

A) a first step for controlling, when the received identification code represents a 
first type of printing problem, said host computer to instruct the displaying of corresponding 
countermeasure information permitting the operator alone to solve the first type of printing 
problem, the displayed countermeasure information not being a forwarding URL and being 
stored in said host computer in advance, and controlling, when the received identification code 
represents a second type of printing problem for which corresponding countermeasure 
information is not stored in said host computer in advance, said host computer to instruct the 
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displaying of a forwarding first URL identifying a web address at which the service-personnel 
can be contacted for service-personnel intervention and to instruct the displaying of a request 
display for prompting the operator to instruct whether or not to connect to the first URL to obtain 
information relating to the contacting of service-personnel for service-personnel intervention to 
solve the second type of printing problem: and 

B) a second step for controlling, when the received identification code represents 
a first type of printing problem, said host computer to instruct the displaying of corresponding 
countermeasure information permitting the operator alone to solve the first type of printing 
problem, the displayed countermeasure information not being a forwarding URL and being 
stored in said host computer in advance, and controlling, when the received identification code 
represents a third type of printing problem for which corresponding countermeasure information 
is not stored in said memory in advance, controlling said host computer to instruct the displaying 
of a forwarding second URL identifying a web address from which corresponding 
countermeasure information for solving the third type of printing problem can be retrieved and to 
instruct the displaying of a request display for prompting the operator to instruct whether or not 
to connect to the second URL to obtain the corresponding countermeasure information to solve 
the third type of printing problem. 

wherein said host computer is connected to the Internet when the connection to the first 
URL or the second URL is instructed, and wherein the corresponding countermeasure 
information or information relating to service-personnel intervention for the particular printing 
problem is obtained via the Internet based on the first or second URL and is instructed to be 
displayed by the host computer . 
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66. (Currently Amended) The control method for a host computer according to claim 65, 
said controlling step comprises said first step wherein the information designa t ing t he p roblem 
c o ntents includes information not having t he forwarding address information, 

said control method further comprising the step of sending t he informa t ion the 
information designating t he problem con t ent to t he other computer connec t ed to the ne t work and 
designa t ed by t he forwarding address information only when receiving t he forwarding address 
information . 

67. (Currently Amended) The control method for a host computer according to claim 65, 
wherein said controlling step comprises said second step further comprising displaying an answer 
corresponding t o the informa t ion designating the problem conten t sen t via the communica t ion 
means t o the h o s t computer fr o m the o ther computer . 

68. (Currently Amended) The control method for a host computer according to claim 67, 
wherein said controlling step comprises said first step and said second step plural se t s of the 
f o rwarding address information corresponding t o types of the informa t i o n designa t ing the 
p roblem con t en t s are provided in the memory means of the prin t ing apparatus . 
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